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drifting on to the rocks and nobody deemed to be
at the helm. According to William R. Morrison,
who certainly had been in a position to know, Presi-
dent Cleveland had "up to this time taken no de-
cided ground one way or the other on the question
of tariff." He had included the subject in the long
dissertation on the state of the Union which ever
since Jefferson's time, the President has been wont
to send to Congress at the opening of a session, but
he had not singled it out as having precedence.
He now surprised the country, roused his party,
and gave fresh .animation to national politics on
December 6, 1887, by devoting his third annual
message wholly to the subject of taxation and rev-
enue. He pointed out that the treasury surplus
was mounting up to $140,000,000; that the redemp-
tion of bonds which had afforded a means for dis-
bursement of excess revenues had stopped because
there were no more bonds that the Government
had a right to redeem, and that hence the Treasury
"idly holds money uselessly subtracted from the
channels of trade," a situation from which mone-
tary derangement and business distress would na-
turally ensue. He strongly urged that the " pres-
ent tariff laws, the vicious, inequitable and illogi-
al source of unnecessary taxation, ought to be at